Implications of giant cell arteritis in older adults.
Giant cell arteritis, a vascular inflammatory disorder of unknown etiology, is most often observed in Caucasian females over age 50. The vascular changes, involving the cranial arteries, result in oral and perioral symptoms as well as headache and scalp tenderness. Since involvement of the ophthalmic artery can result in visual disturbances and sudden blindness, dentists must be familiar with the signs and symptoms of this condition and refer patients for immediate medical assessment and care. Oral corticosteroid therapy is the treatment of choice.